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Mark Shaffer is a biodiversity conservationist with extensive experience in population viability analysis,
conservation biology, resource economics, and environmental philanthropy. As Program Director for the
Environment at the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, he provided strategic direction for the
investment of nearly $100 million in conservation investments. As Senior Vice President of Programs for
Defenders of Wildlife, Shaffer provided direction, oversight, and administration of the organization’s
species, habitat, and legal work. Prior to his work with Defenders of Wildlife, he worked with three other
major conservation organizations: The Nature Conservancy, The Wilderness Society, and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. Shaffer received a Bachelor of Science degree from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, and his Ph.D. from Duke University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. His
doctoral research on grizzly bears helped to pioneer population viability analysis in conservation biology.



